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Emma: Tell us about yourself Ann and the 
work you do as an architect in New York.

Ann Doyle: I grew up in Dublin in an 
architectural family. Both my parents, Peter 
and Mary Doyle, were architects. After 
graduation from UCD in 1992 all I knew was 
that I wanted to get away from Dublin for a 
while. I started by working in Chicago for a 
short time and later completed a Master’s 
Degree in Architecture at Rice University in 
Houston, Texas. But I always found myself 
coming back to New York! 

I work with my husband Michael Schmitt 
and the studio is called Michael Schmitt 
Architect pc (studiomsa.com). Mike opened 
the business before I was part of it. Most 
of the projects we do are residential such 
as a number of townhouse renovations 
in Brooklyn. Our projects are generally 
located in New York City but we have 
completed projects in the surrounding 
areas over the years. Usually our clients 
want to strip back their spaces completely 
to start fresh and make it all their own. 
The projects are very detail-oriented 
with a very high standard of finishes - this 
can become very expensive. It can be 
problematic building a complete interior in 
New York when all materials for the job are 
coming up in a tiny elevator.

E: What do you like about living in New 
York? 

AD: New York is a sociable city, it is 
walkable, and you live in a neighborhood 
that becomes your village. It is a very 
human city which I like. We live in Tribeca 
in Downtown Manhattan with our two 
daughters and Fritz the dog. We walk or 
take the subway everywhere. Our car is 
parked about a mile from the apartment 
– it is a pure luxury item! I have lived here 
over 20 years, and of course there are 
things that wear me down – the lack of 
space, cost of living, long work hours, lack 
of holiday (vacation days), cost of health 
insurance. But there are also so many 
wonderful things about living in New York 
– the excellent public (free) school system, 
close-knit community, the weather and 

being able to plan a picnic in the park!
E: Is there a ‘New York' design style? 

AD: I don’t think there is one ‘New York 
Style’. There are many - the commercial 
glass towers, residential towers, old 
lofts with cobble stone streets, pre-war 
apartments and there are the brownstone 
and brick townhouses. New York style is a 
patchwork of many styles. There is no one 
look - it is too big for that. 

E: Where do you eat out and meet friends?

AD: We usually eat close to our home - we 
do everything close to home! There are 
some very exclusive restaurants in our 
neighborhood that a visitor could check 
out but we usually go for a casual dinner 
to Walkers (www.walkerstribeca.com). For 
breakfast or lunch on the weekend we 
might go to the Square Diner. It is a classic 
style diner located at the corner of Leonard 
Street and West Broadway in Tribeca. 
These traditional diners are getting hard to 
find these days.

E: What are your favourite shops and 
markets?

AD: Shopping is all about Apple and 
Nike products! Apart from that I love the 
Farmers Markets. Most neighborhoods 
have one but the largest is in Union Square 
Greenmarket (www.grownyc.org). There 
you will find all sorts of fresh and delicious 
food. It is not there every day so you would 
need to check the schedule.

E: Where can we discover the perfect place 
to people watch? 

AD: In my opinion the best public spaces 
to people watch are New York's public 
parks. Winter can be quiet but as the 
weather warms up they come alive. 
Spend some time in Central Park (www.
centralparknyc.org). Walk or bike along the 
Hudson River Park (www.hudsonriverpark.
org). It stretches from 57th Street south 
to Chambers Street on the west side of 
Manhattan. If you are on foot consider 
staying south of 14th Street. There are free 
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06.	WTC Path Station, One world trade center



kayak trips, beach volleyball, multiple playgrounds, 
restaurants and piers. Plan your day to watch the sun 
go down with cocktails on the deck of Grand Banks 
(www.grandbanks.org) moored at Pier 25 at North 
Moore Street during the summer months.

The Hudson River Park becomes Battery Park City Park 
(www.bpcparks.org) south of Canal Street where there 
are also many free activities especially for children. 
Further south again at the tip of the island is Battery 
Park (www.thebattery.org). A stop at the SeaGlass 
Carousel (www.seaglasscarousel.nyc) may be required 
depending on your company. 

On the east side of Manhattan, at the southern end of 
the East River Esplanade, piers have been developed 
as new park spaces. Worth a visit is Pier 15 designed 
by SHoP Architects and Ken Smith, Landscape 
Architect. Sit in the lounge chairs here and take in 
the view back towards the Brooklyn and Manhattan 
Bridges – and of course watch all those people. 
The subway is excellent and can get you almost 
everywhere (www.mta.com). There are weekly passes 
with unlimited riders or you buy a card with prepaid 
rides (this card can be shared). 

E: Off the Beaten Track - is there anything a little 
bit different in New York at the moment like pop-up 
temporary exhibitions? 

AD: There are always moments when you see 
something unexpected. Neighborhoods I like to visit 
are Red Hook and Fort Greene, both in Brooklyn. 
These are quiet areas each with a unique atmosphere. 
A beautiful small museum to plan a trip to is the 
Noguchi Museum (www.noguchi.org) in Queens.

E: The Empire State Building is synonymous with New 
York – what modern buildings do you think will be 
future landmarks?

AD: Over the past ten years there has been a huge 
amount of large scale residential development in all 
areas of the city. The most dramatic of these is Rafael 
Vinoly’s tower at 432 Park Avenue in Manhattan. At 
1,396 feet (425 metres) tall it is the tallest residential 
building in the western hemisphere. You will see 
its very tall narrow form cropping up from all sorts 
of angles. The residential tower by Herzog and De 
Meuron at 56 Leonard Street is also dramatic and very 
unique. Different from the towers is the residential 
building on West 57th Street next to the Hudson River 
designed by BIG (Bjarke Ingels Group). Further south 
along the Hudson River at Gansvoort Street (close to 
14th Street) is the new Whitney Museum of American 
Art (www.whitney.org) designed by Renzo Piano. Head 
inside to the galleries and to experience the building 
from the inside out. A visit could not be complete 
without a trip to the World Trade Center Site where 
there are new buildings opening all the time. The most 
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recently complete is the World Trade Center PATH Station 
designed by Santiago Calatrava. 
Not so new but well worth a look, especially if you 
can get tickets to a game is the Barclays Center (www.
barclayscenter.com) the Nets Stadium in Brooklyn 
designed by SHoP Architects. Even if you have been to the 
High Line the north section extending to 34th Street may 
have been added since your last visit. It is a living place 
where the planting is changing with time and with the 
seasons, so maybe put it back on the list!  
 
E: For those who feel like ‘been there done that’, what can 
you do that's a bit different?

AD: I recommend getting out of the city for a day. Take 
the Metro North Train from Grand Central Station up the 
Hudson River to Dia Beacon (www.diaart.org). Plan a visit to 

Philip Johnston’s iconic Glass House in Connecticut (www.
theglasshouse.org). In the summer months you can spend 
a day at the beach in Sandy Hook, New Jersey accessed 
via ferry from Lower Manhattan (www.seastreak.com). Also 
during the summer and accessed by ferry just off the tip of 
Lower Manhattan is Governors Island (www.govisland.com). 
The island was used for centuries by military and the coast 
guard operations and about twenty years ago was handed 
over to New York City for development as a public park. 
It took a long time to get up and running, but now there 
are new sections developing all the time and constantly 
changing art installations and exhibitions. 

Once you are back in Manhattan (and even if you didn’t 
leave) get on a Citi Bike and you will see the city in a whole 
new way www.citibikenyc.com

“It	can	be	problematic	building	a	complete	
interior	in	New	York	when	all	materials	for	
the	job	are	coming	up	in	a	tiny	elevator.	Ann
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